


Welcome to

Park Evangelical Church

Cauldon Road, Shelton, S-O-T
www.parkevangelical.co.uk

Hi there, Sundays 10:00 am
Our church has been in Shelton since

1900 and every Sunday about 140 & 6.30 pm
people of various ages, backgrounds

and denominations meet to worship

God. Together we are learning to

know and love God and love one

another. What unites us together is

our experience of God’s love and

forgiveness through faith in the Lord

Jesus Christ. In these pages are the

stories of how some people came to

discover this for themselves.

At both our services we sing
hymns, modern worship
songs, pray and hear the
Bible explained in a simple
and straight forward way. The
services are followed by
refreshments and we warmly
invite you to join us as we
worship God and seek to
know His will for our lives.




Leanne had a lot going for her. She had friends,
she was intelligent and she enjoyed going out and
having fun. But inside she was restless.

“I felt like | was searching for something,” says
Leanne. Over several years her search took her
into spiritualism, Black Buddhism, the paranormal
and astrology. “But | never really got anything out
of it. | always felt like | still had something
missing.”

One of Leanne’s friends was a Christian who invited her for a weekend
away with a group of young people her own age where spiritual issues
could be freely discussed.

Leanne was surprised to find the discussions about the Bible and
Christianity were really interesting and relevant and she enjoyed making
new friends. After the weekend, she continued to go to a discussion
group where her questions were honestly answered. She began to feel

challenged about the things she was hearing.

That night, Leanne went home and asked
Jesus to forgive her and to come into her life.
She realized she could stop searching. She
cleared out her astrology books and crystals,
and she knows now that she will never look
for answers there again.

“There were bin bags full of stuff and there
was a part of me that kind of wept, but it
helped me so much,”

And how have things changed for Leanne?

Well, things have not always been easy. Some of her former friends don’t
like her new Christian way of life and beliefs and Leanne herself admits
that change can be hard.

“I'm still changing. | feel like I'm a baby all over again, learning how to live!
But I'm so glad I've got Jesus in my life. | wouldn’t give it up for the world.
| really wouldn't!”




Bobbie often used to think to herself, “Why
aren’t | happy?” She had everything she could
possibly want — a good marriage, a beautiful
house, a huge garden, private education for her
children and lots of parties. Money was no
object, but she was not content.

She had even tried religion. She had always

gone to church and as an adult she was

confirmed, sang in the church choir and was a Brownie leader. But
sermons never helped her. “| tried to listen, but | always switched off!”

Then Bobbie’s daughter who had found a new, living faith in Jesus Christ,
said to her, “You're searching everywhere but you're not looking in the
right direction”. She told Bobbie about the change that had come into her
own life, and explained that Jesus had suffered terribly on the cross
because God had punished him in the place of sinners.

Bobbie cried when she realised what Jesus
had suffered for her. She asked God to forgive
her.

From that moment Bobbie’s life began to
change. Today, she has a very different
lifestyle from before. The lavish house, money
and parties are gone, but she has found real
peace of mind.

She finds great comfort from reading her Bible
every day, and praying. She finds God speaks to her through the church
Bible teaching and particularly recalls a sermon she heard about death.
The minister said “What will happen when you go through the valley of the
shadow of death? Will there be someone there to hold your hand and
take you through — or will you go alone?”

Bobbie has an answer. “l won't be alone” she says. “l know the Lord will
be there for me.”




“It was rough”, admits Fareed, a postgraduate law
student. “I just found life in England so hard”.

At first he found it difficult to fit in. The culture was
totally different — and so was the weather! Fareed
admits he was a bit of a loner. “I buried myself in my
university work and in football”.

Fareed is a Christian and comes from an Islamic/Christian background.
His father is a church pastor in Trinidad. Although always conscious of his
Christian faith, as a teenager he felt he was just going through the ritual of
church — his heart wasn't really in it.

After university Fareed got a job as a tax 6 7
inspector in Trinidad. Working in an all male %

office environment produced other challenges % %8%
and Fareed was uncomfortable with the
obscene language, the drinking and the
womanising.

Fareed compensated for this by burying himself
in his work. He feels that is why he became a
loner.

However, Christians believe that in all things
God works for the good of those who love him.
Fareed’s initial loneliness and unhappiness in
England led him to pray and read his Bible more and grow closer to God.

Today, he has lots of friends, and he would like to stay longer in England.

“My Christian faith grew here”, he says. He realises now that Christianity
is not about rituals - it is about a personal relationship with Jesus Christ.




Simon was raised in a loving home with a
clear sense of right and wrong. But as he
got older, things began to change.

“l got in with the ‘bad lads’ at school and
started drinking, getting into heavy metal
and all that goes with it. Our philosophy
was to live fast and die young.”

When he left school, the drinking increased and a friend started to sell him

drugs.

Simon’s doctor warned him that if he didn’t stop, he would die. He had
developed liver damage and his mind had started to go.
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At that moment peace
flooded into Simon and alll
the guilt of his sin ebbed
away. “l experienced an
intimate friendship with

One night Simon watched the film “Jesus of
Nazareth”. He was struck by Jesus’ power
over evil, the cleansing and forgiveness he
offered and the way he died upon the cross.
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Jesus. | continued to talk to God freely about everything, praising and
thanking Him for His great love to me.”

Simon woke up the next day changed from the inside out. Everybody
noticed it. It was the beginning of a long healing process.

Today, Simon is a pastor of Park Church, Shelton. You can meet him
there!




“There’s nothing you've done that
cannot be forgiven, no guilt that cannot
be washed away. If you come to Jesus
you will know what it’s like to be loved
not for what you do or don’t do — but for
whom you are! You cannot earn God’s
love; Jesus offers it to you as a free gift.
It cost Him His life, it costs you nothing.
Jesus rose from the dead and now lives
forever. He waits with open arms, for
you to come to Him. How about it?”

“In the Bible, Jesus tells the story of a younger son who wanted
his inheritance before his dad died. His dad gave it to him and
he went off to another country. He blew all his cash on booze,
parties, women and friends. Eventually he was skint and found
himself sitting in a pig sty, longing to eat the pigs’ food. At this
point he came to his senses and went back to his dad’s house.
His dad saw him coming in the distance and ran to him, hugged
him and couldn’t stop kissing him.

Jesus told this story to show the love of God the Heavenly Father
for those who return to Him from their sin.”

If you have enjoyed reading these stories of real people in
our church, you might like to read a book called Real Lives
by D J Carswell (normally £6.99) which we will be glad to
give you free of charge and without any obligation or
pressure. Just contact Howard or Simon. We just want to
be helpful to you.







